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Annual AGM 2007 - Saturday December 8,
2007 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

The 19™ annual general meeting of HCPPA
Canada/USA has been set to take place at Celebration
Banquet Hall at 174 Bartley Drive North York, Ontario
(Victoria Park/O’Conner). Meeting will begin at 6:00
p.m. and will end before 7:00 p.m.

Hartleyites, their spouses and children that
wishes to participate in the AGM should be members of
the association before the beginning of the meeting.
Annual membership -$10; Life membership - $100.

As the current executive committee’s term ends
at the end of the day, there will be an election for the
next executive committee. Nominations for the
positions of president, 2 vice presidents, secretary,
treasurer, editor, assistant secretary, assistant
treasurer, 10 members and 2 auditors should be made
on the nomination form that would be sent by the
Secretary along with the notice for the AGM. It can
also be downloaded from our webpage. (look for AGM
Notice) Nominations can be filed at the time of the
meeting also, but a duly filled form should be
submitted. Members who wish to be nominated to the
positions should be willing to spare some of their time
to be involved in association’s activities, and that they
should be willing to enter into a contest by open or
secret ballet, if necessary. Any resolution by members
to be discussed in the AGM shall be sent to the
secretary before November 24, 2007

Hartley and Methodist Joint Annual
Get-together

On July 28 2007, our annual get-together was
held at Neilson Park in Scarborough. The park was very
functional, with many benches and open space for
activities. Around eleven o’clock, organizers and few
committee members arrived at the park. Members of
HCPPA and MGHS OGA started arriving by 12 noon.

Some Committee members came with their
families. Members from Point Pedro People
Association also attended. Maniam  Master
commenced the day with a delicious Point Pedro
Thosai.

Food and refreshments were plentiful as
everyone contributed to the picnic. As usual,
Sivapalan’s family took the responsibility of
preparing ‘koozh’ and barbequed food was also
available. Sivarajah and Gunaseelan took charge of
the children’s races and sports activities. While the
kids passed time with many activities, the adults
enjoyed socializing and catching up with one
another. Men engaged in a softball cricket match
which lasted fifteen overs. The match was quite
interesting and competitive. Sivarajah conducted a
ball-throwing competition for men. The women and
girls organized traditional games for themselves.
In the evening, the couples got together and
participated in the water balloon contest. The last
event was the well-known tug of war which was
done in three groups: children, women, and men.
People were still arriving even after four in the
afternoon to join in on the fun and games. While
everyone was enjoying themselves, Ravi was busy
preparing everyone’s favourite ‘kothu roti’ for
dinner. Not surprisingly, the line was quite long!

The evening’s events were concluded with
prize-giving which was organized by Maheswaran
and Gunaseelan. Children, women, and men
received their prizes for their achievements. Chief
Guest and former vice-president of HCPPA Mrs.
Mathuram Pathmanathan presented the awards.
Certain committee members and their families
stuck around until ten in the night.

For next year’s annual get-together, we
hope to see more families and friends as this is the
only event organized for the summer.

Reported by Curunathan Manoharan

SUPREME STEEL

"Build itFirst Digitally”
A 3-D Wonder in Structural Engineering

V.Vijenthira B.Sc.(Eng) MCSE
P.Thayanithy B.Sc.(Eng) C.Eng
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Current Executive Committee Members

V.Vijenthira

S.Sivasothilingam

S.Rudran

C.Manoharan
M.Wijendra

G.Maheswaran

P.Gunaseelan

President

Vice President
Vice President

Secretary
Asst.Secretary

Treasurer

Asst. Treasurer

416-877-8409

416-732-7955
647-404-3398

416-299-5143
647-891-7253

416-317-0654
905-232-1275
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e T.Ramesh Editor 416-917-9957

Committee Members
¢ N.Sivapalan

416-746-0307
416-565-2814
416-622-7512
416-492-2097
416-884-4410
416-829-5042
416-876-1276
416-305-9541
416-284-6036

416-293-9163

¢ K.Ananthakrishnan
V.Jayaraman
S.Sujanthan
S.Ajanthan
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T.Selvendran
M.Sritharan (Mike)

Auditors

e W.Manoharan 416-773-1065
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e S.Sivarajah
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Hartley Nite - 2007

The 19" Hartley Nite is to be held December
08, 2007 at Celebrations Banquet Hall situated
at 174 Bartley Drive, North York.

HCPPA proudly announces that Mr.V.
Shanmuganayagam M.Sc. (Eng.), an old boy
of Hartley College who was a Senior
Engineering lecturer at Peradeniya University
and Nanyang Technological University at
Singapore and Mr. Thigambaralingam, former
teacher of Hartley College will be the guests of
honor this time.

While Hartleyites are engaged in fellowship
beginning 7:00 p.m., there will be a fun
program in order to entertain children. Also
there will be innovative games for the kids
during the event and of course attractive
prizes are waiting for the winners.

Apart from this, an enjoyable dance also is set
to take place. Dinner buffet opens at 8:45
p.m. and the session will come to an end no
later than 10:30 p.m.

All the Hartleyites, their family members
friends and Hartley fans are welcome. MGHS
OGA members are also cordially invited to the
Hartley Nite. Tickets: adults $20; students
under 18: $10, children under 6 are admitted
free. You can purchase or reserve your tickets
with any committee member. Also, tickets
can be purchased at the door, iff they are still
available.

New Members:

S. Sahathevan
Ramkumar Mylvaganam
Santhiralingam Mohan
Ravinthiran Kandasamy

416-471-3154
416-284-1453
647-268-0231

Comments From Members

V. Shan: I notice that this year committee is more
active.

S. Krishnalingam: Even if we are busy, we have to
make ourselves available for our school.

Sivakumar: First time in Canada I attended to Kalai
Vizha. I never thought these programs would be such
entertaining! Also, I met lot of my school mates after
very long time! Fantastic Job Friends!!

A Project By HCPPA Canada/USA

Our association has initiated a project at
Hartley College for making shelves (open lockers) for
students in their classrooms to keep their personal
belongings while they are in their classes. Our
committee has budgeted $3,000 for this project.

Directly wundertaken by the Principal Mr.
Theiventhirarajah, and supported by the staff, a total
of 12 classes for students of grade 6, 7 and 8 will
receive the open shelves.

According to the principal, having shelves built
in classrooms would create a good outlook and also
encourage students to keep their belongings in an
organized manner. We expect that this project to be
completed by the end of the year.

Principal asks us to convey his thanks to each
and everyone of our members for putting forward such
a great help at the right time.

-

& Hesidentlal

Thurairajah Ramesh (sze eng)

talei Regranenlbalive
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Expatriate Tamils and the Humanitarian Needs
of Tamil Community in Sri Lanka

- S. Sivapalaen

We are at a crossroads now. The peace accord has

been broken even though it still exists on paper. Both

warring parties have made statements that there is no chance

for peace taks in the near future and war is imminent.

Regardless of who initiates the aggression and what the

outcome may be, there is going to be a humanitarian crisisin

Tamil areas in Sri Lanka. It is amost certain that innocent

civilians will be killed, maimed and scores of children will

be orphaned. There will be a huge shortage of food, medicine
and other necessary amenities.

The government of Sri Lanka is not going to care
for these victims of war, nor will it dlow any NGOs to
effectively care for them. The LTTE will not have the
necessary funds to finance their needs. The international
community will turn a blind eye to the suffering of Tamil
people as they have aways done in the past. It is only the
expatriate Tamils who have the means to rescue these
innocent people and children from this disaster. It is
estimated that there are close to 1 million expatriate Sri
Lankan Tamils, or about 250,000 households. If each house
contributed $100 per year, that would be $25 million, or over
290 Crores rupees per year. It would not be enough to care
for the needs of al our peoplein Sri Lanka, but it would be a
great start.

You may ask why you should spend your hard-
earned money to help people that you do not know. If you
carefully analyse the issue, you will see why you should
spend that $100 or more a year. We do not want to see our
kids embrace certain Western life style such as dating many
different partners, common-low spouses, unwed pregnancies
etc.. Despite living in the Western world, we al want to
preserve and practice our culture, traditions and identity. In
order to do that, we need to have a base. That base is none
other than our traditional Tamil homeland in Sri Lanka.

Three of the leading media sources in Canada recently
promoted a fundraising campaign for C.A.R.E., which is an
organization that raises funds worldwide to care for the well
being of our orphaned Tamil children in Sri Lanka. Even
with these media sources’ involvement, C.A.R.E was
wellbeing of our orphaned Tamil children in Sri Lanka.

Even with these media sources' involvement, C.A.R.E was able
to raise only about $100,000 in Canada. Canada has an expatriate
Tamil population of about 300,000. Despite our large numbers,
our people contributed only 33 cents per head. While we
appreciate the donors, we as Tamils in Canada should be
ashamed of being so irresponsible about the wellbeing of our
children in Canada. | say our children in Canada because if our
homeland ceases to exist then our children will not have their
roots.

Our own media should have played a bigger role in
educating our people and reminding us of our responsibilities.
Unfortunately, they too have failed in their responsibilities just as
much as most expatriate Tamils. Our media do not have to take a
political stand, but they have the power and reach to educate the
Tamil diaspora about our responsibilities.

While the media has a bigger role to play in promoting
the wellbeing of our people in Sri Lanka, our community
organizations can aso play a pivota role. Our past pupils
associations, village organizations, religious organizations,
professional organizations and other not-for-profit organizations
such as TRO, C.A.R.E., CAFFTAR, etc. can and should actively
raise awareness through discussions, pamphlets, newsl etters etc.

We cannot afford to sit on the sidelines and wait for
others to take the initiate and take action to preserve our identity
and culture and look after the wellbeing of our people back home
and in foreign lands. We dl need to have a place and people to
identify ourselves and our culture and tradition to our young
generation.

Dear expatriate Tamils, we have the power and means to
preserve our tradition and culture regardiess of our political
opinion or where we live. If we want to see our children lead a
moral and ethical life, a family life that we are so accustomed to
and embraced, then we need to have a strong foundation that our
children can relate to and express. That example and foundation
can only be provided if we have aredlity to relate to. That reality
is none other than our homeland. If our people perish or become
dedtitute in our homeland, we will not be able to express our
desires and hopes to our children. We will not be able to guide
our children to the headthy family life that we hope for them to
have. So for the betterment of our children in the foreign lands
that we reside in now, we need to help our people in our
homeland. So let’s help our children by helping our people in our
homeland.

Tamil PeopleLiving In Our Homeland Are Our Present and
Future.
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Sri Lankan Rupee Spiraling Down To The Bottom - v.iayaraman

SLRvs Cdn$@ @ SLR@ Cdn $ SLR @ CDN
CDN$ | 12% 12% @ 4% $

1/1/1998 42 1.00
1/1/1999 44 1.12
1/1/2000 49 1.25
1/1/2001 55 1.40
1/1/2002 58 1.57
1/1/2003 61 1.76
1/1/2004 75 1.97
1/1/2005 83 2.21
1/1/2006 88 2.48
1/1/2007 92 2.77
9/30/2007 114 3.11
1/1/2007 92 1.00
9/30/2007 114 1.12

1.00 42.00
1.04 45.76
1.08 53.00
1.12 61.87
1.17 67.85
1.22 74.22
1.27 94.90
1.32 109.22
1.37 120.43
1.42 130.94
1.48 168.75
1.00 92.00
1.04 118

The Sri Lankan Rupee istaking a nose dive in terms
of itsvalue. Inflation is raging at more than 20% compared to
2% in Canada. There is awar taking place in Sri Lanka. The
LTTE has started to hit targets in Southern Sri Lanka as they
have promised to do in the past. They aso promised that the

Eelam IV war will be fought outside of the so called Eelam
boundaries. What happened in Anurathapuram and
Tissamaharagama clearly illustrate that the LTTE was not
just threatening the Sri Lankan government but is actually
successfully carrying out their targets. If this trend continues,
the Sri Lankan Rupee is going to plummet to alevel that we
can not envision.

We dl know that in Sri Lanka, interest rates are
around 12% and the rate of return for any money invested in
Sri Lanka will give higher yield compared to Canada where
the rate of return is around 4.5 %. However we must ask
what isthe red rate of return in Canadian currency given the
devaluation of Sri Lankan Rupees compared to Canadian
Dollar?

| have illustrated the actua value of money in the
above table. To give validity to the analysis that follows |
have gone back to January 1, 1998 so that we have a
history of 10 years. | have compared $1 invested in
Canada versus $1 invested in Sri Lanka on January 1,
1998. The table clearly illustrates that except for the year
1999, we would have been better off in keeping our money
in Canada rather than in Sri Lanka. That $1 in 1998 would
have given us about 38 Rupees more today if we had kept
it in Canada.

The news is getting worse. If we had sent $1 to
Sri Lanka on January 1, 2007, it would be 100 Rupees in
Sri Lanka today with 12% return. However if we had kept
that $1 in Canada, it would be worth 118 Rupees. That
means we would have lost about 18% in a span of nine
months. With the war escalating, the Sri Lankan Rupee is
going to plummet so low that, it would not be wise to
transfer any money to Sri Lanka as an investment tool.

If you have to spend that money in Sri Lanka,
please spend your investment money in Sri Lanka. Do not
send any of your money from Canada to Sri Lanka for
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